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"You're not a foreigner," he answered quickly.
"That's where I think you've all been so stupid.
You won't be foreigners. You insist on being
inferior Britons/'
"That isn't fair," cried Rosa hotly. "We are as
much British subjects as you are."
"That's what I mean. It's all so false. You're
no more like a British girl than that poinsettia is
like a daisy. You talk of going home to England^
when the only home you have is here inflndia*
It's such sham. Why can't you be content, more
dignified?'*
"Some of us are/" said Rosa. "There are old
good families like the Bartons and the Ramberts
and some Armenians,"
"What about the deSouzas?" asked Stephen,
smiling,
"I didn't mean the deSouzas," said Rosa
quickly. She resented that smile all the more be-
cause she would not defend Robert. She did not
want Stephen to know anything of Robert; already
he was too interested, and that was her fault.
In the first days? when he was still as much of a
revelation and as little understood as a holy vision,
she had asked him if he could help Robert to find
work. "He is clever, he only needs influence."
Stephen was flattered5 but Robert was furious
when he heard of it*
"You might have spared me that/' he said,
and his eyes were hard and cold as he looked at
her; she had brought that hardness, that iciness
into Robert's eyes, she was teaching him to hate.